to change man: the revolutionary goal: his sexuality, his nature

in preface: To change him...cost what it may, be it at the price of his ‘human nature,’ and even at the price of his sexual nature--and above all at the price of that which, in our communities, has forged all relations between all men and denatured them, and merged love and continuity into one disaster, one inhumanity.” p.x

characters:
juliette, justine’s sister; ref. to justine: as if she’d just finished telling her story

Mme. Delbène: the nun-ironic: was shut up there at age when passion blooms for the wealth of her brother who would be saved the dowry

Euphrosine(think of name’s implications)

morality with “basic precepts” 3  of their own formulas

will describe time when “...the seed destined to flower into vices without number was sown in the depths of my soul.”

Delbene has fertile imagination, even in seclusion

4“...among recluse women, the thirst for the voluptuous is the sole motive for close friendship...”--woman defn. by sexual necess.

moral: to give way to any desires that occur

5Modesty=illusion resulting from cultural manners, upbringing, conventional habits; “there are certain virtures whose source lies nowhere save in total negligence, or ignorance, of the code of Nature.”  we are created naked

what composes Christian morals?

6must organize pleasure to enjoy it: position structure+variation: like a composer

nun becomes “whore”--they can alter roles and take on a nature of anyone they’d like in the sexual act; is an “infraction” against nature’s laws, yet it is one that nature allows in good humor

they are “polluting” eachother: new lang.? frig? 

orgasm seems like a masc. one: not able to see the fem. equivalent: makes whey “squirt” and they discharged “like muskets”

putting all unsaid, unelaborated aspects of sex into language: the commands of specifics, asking for pleasure with no restraints

to become absolute fuck: what does this mean--the dissolution into pure feeling, unrestraint, no division?

7they repayed her “in the one coin she valued!”--one can be infinitely rich, and the wealth is never spent up

can find complete pleasure without the male: no division of sexes: pleasure is human: universally

9Delbene: “Who knows, perhaps I have even gone beyond what one may imagine, have been gripped by wants whose satisfaction defies all conception?”

hates public opinion: one shouldn’t be sensitive to it

happiness depends on the conscience and attitude that inspires it

conscience isn’t universal: (no essential) but according to situation

philosophy we want to live by should be formed early to mold conscience

10“consult nature” and “flout conventions”

either get rid of too many conventions or of too many pleasures

appropriate that delbene is in context of nunnery: extreme social repression in which the individual must thrive--dissapproval of abbess was only a second order form of lang. while delbene’s kiss was first: Reason vs. Nature--coldness vs. hunger: primacy of passion

libertinage=evildoing  (if society and convention are considered all-good)

Nature’s inspirations are conscience and another kind of conscience--first is a result of upbringing, purpose is to squashe the forbidden, and make it a real evil; it cries out when the forbidden is done

second cries out when the subject doesn’t go directly to happiness

both are utterances prompted by guilt

To break guilt/punishment/codes, which is never actually connected with the deed, for it is a distilled fear of punishment, is to commit remorseful acts repeatedly so that the misdeed will remain, yet we won’t be ashamed

become insensitive to guilt through the goal of excess

14 no free will, nature’s will, a force “more puissant than ourselves” drives us
15emphasis on man’s ability to float between good and evil with each occurence; no set essence, forces working beyond our control

crime as necess. for nature as war, plague and famine

Remorse does nothing: doesn’t change any already done act, nor the future

selfish and ridiculous to grieve over other’s pain when it pleases us<--this attitude evokes the cold rationality and blood lust of the revolution

one’s own pleasure always over the possible ill effects on others: complete hedonism--vice = happiness

kinds of remorse: of public’s discovery/punishment of sin and the real remorse of the self’s guilt---should turn mishap of discovey to advantage

19 each irregularity leads to another; result: boredom

God=phantom/invention of man
29 concept of god is man’s limitation: making meaning to understand the profound 33 “relig. proves its prophet, the prophet his religion.” conept assumes first cause and free will of god’s immutable laws; supplications to him would be pointless...God knows cause and consents to its effects, our actions

What relation can one have to compassion and internal identification with another if others are merely pleasure tools?

27 “ethics” how are they defn. if but by pleasure?

34 objective vs. real idea(impression)

perceptions are distinct from self (see buried letter)

35 each cause has infinite effects--all connected--not only material

against human’s supposed superiority to animals

if soul is of a different nature than the bod. it can’t fuse to it (no soul, no afterlife)--all physical; people believe in soul’s superiority because it is mysterious/unfamiliar

nature lenient--its laws subect to the culture

humans’ natural purpose: to fuck

virginity/purity denies others pleasure

man’s insignificance to nature: his actions can never destroy her 67

spawn of reproduction is one’s possessoin--can destroy it if they want; pleasure over procreation 79 “Do not breed.”  

“One must always have the look of refusing what one covets”

Life is short

95 “the more horror one enraps pleasure in, the more charming pleasure becomes.”

98 learn to accept suffering and endure it--give it to others sans guilt

harden oneself: be tough/apathetic to pain

happiness above all

theft praised: power of the strong and intelligent

Anything possible is good: nature takes care of fate and necessity

176 Living creatures are born isolated--have no need for eachother; dont civilize/normalize them, for they will find their own way

in nature, the strong should overtake the weak: all aren’t equal

Use people to all advantage

Jealousy is merely the fear of humiliation, sheer egoism, not true desire

267 “Weary of the effects that produce a simple sensation, why should I not become accustomed to receiving the same pleasure form those that produce a poignant sensation?”

make one insensitive through repetition and increase of horrors; excessive sensibility wrong: become hard/deadened

--always a new intrigue when we think they’ve finished

not crime that’s wrong, but it’s punishment/consequences

Pity is egotistical=fear of happening to oneself

286 “Do you whip, my dear?” “Until the blood flows, my darling.”--evil in everyday, banal words, makes it dull

extreme order to the evil

the amoral moral

No afterlife, yet their life is if as in hell, each torture and pain augmenting

evil/good contrast heightened: part 3

Sodality’s strict rule/restrictions for vices: hypocritical to vision of complete liberty--sim. to french revolution’s change: making new authority, forms, constructions

Women subservietn, msut give into masc. whims

433 sodal. rule: “A woman should never appear to have a character of her own.”

none equal: all in a hierarchy of power: survivalof the craftiest

physical aspects of main importance: not the disposition, but the body to be desired--for love decreases pleasure

using words with society’s associations of negative descriptions for positive ends; taking to an extreme the virtuess no better than the vices: french rev. took unhappiness of order to unhappiness of extreme chaos/anarchy; becomes jsut as banal as complete virtue--the changes are motivated by boredom--where can one go beyond absolute excessiveness if not in the reverse

the science and blatant revelation of vice: uncover all

cyclic nature

complete insignificance of man 

nature doesn’t disting. between diff. crimes

murder to be revered everywhere: common

passion should control all 

no division made between friends and victims

sappho messalina

473 she begins to realize an extent to evil “it was despair at being incapable of carrying horror to the full extent described by my desires....”

her father, Bernole, she regrets having to kill; wants pardon

475 Clairwil says “Crime is the torch that should fire the passions, that is a commonplace; but I have the suspicion that with her(juliette) it is the reverse, passion firing her to crime.” they think evil should’t be to gain sexual pleasure, but for the pure pleasure of doing it

476 she begins to feel shame about their activities

480 “crime is one of the vital mainsprings of the government, I ask you now in what sense can this they call virtue be necessary in the world, when it is evident you cannot obtain it save through crimes?”

she starts to doubt the fidelity of even her friends: no trust, for no virtue

she becomes stoic in bed with alexandrine: the fucking leaves her emotionless

 492 “Woman has one innate virtue, it is whorishness; to fuck, that and that alone is what we were created for...”

493 the penis sublime is throughout her, when she isn’t filled with it, it is in her thoughts, and after death, they will find it in her brain

woman limited to only be woman and be in complete lack of penis

“constantly surrounded by pleasures, I did not know how to choose from them.” 495 she finds herself as victim instead of sacrificer

to oust religion, the solution is to slaughter all the priests and followers; exterminate the entire monster--hydra

love as a grave peril 502 Love: to come close to the other: desire for unity. makes the love’s needs as vital as our own; puts compassion and care into a burden of pain; no need for the loved to be satisfied

love as “intellectual construction” a phantasme that clouds the desire’s enjoyment; if loved one dies, it is the body alone one would lament, but one can find one similar anywhere: no loss of uniqueness, for all are equated to a sexual nature, adn the internal personality is naught

woman’s “usefulness extends no farther than the pleasure she can afford” she is completely exchangeable with all the ohter women who have the same nature/purpose of sex

505  Love as a ridiculous illusion that changes stupidities into grace and beauty

woman as idol of the soul: “Lo, here they are, these two wattles of weary tallow-colored flesh, sheltering a livid hole that connects with the other: oh yes, these are the wonders your mind battens on, and it is for their sake you sink yourself...” 510-11 “woman is simply man in an extraordinarily degraded form..”  difference is only in her shortcomings woman betweeen being a whore or a prude

“The love of a woman is like unto that of God: in either case, we feed upon illusions.  In the former, we wish only to love the spiritual, making abstraction of the corporeal, in the second, we ascribe a body to a spirit; and in both, we tumble to our knees before fictions.” 513

love as a physical need--all as a rationalist speech on love and women

Belmor: finds the “pleasures of the imagination delicious”  in its enchantment, “All the earth is ours...not a single creature resists us, to our aroused senses each affords the kind of pleasure which to our boiling imagination each appears capable of giving; we devastate the planet...and repeople it with new objects, and immolate these in their turn; the means to every crime is ours, we commit them all; we multiply the horror of a hundredfold; and all the deeds ambitioned by all...were nought compared to what we dare desire...I sometimes think the reality possessed is not worth the images we chase thereof, and wonder wheter the enjoyment of that which we have not, does nto much exceed the enjoyment of that which is ours...with you I am going to do nothing that anyone else may not do, whlist with this ass my imagination has wrought, I might do things whcih not even the gods themselves would invent.”

juliette dreams of total corruption that may go through the centuries, after her death, in “counsels, actions, writings.” 526

548 “It is likely that when we reach theis stage of numbed indifference, virtue makes a final effort inside us, whether because in our exhaustionn we are so reduced that her voice reassumes its authority...or because, through a natural desire for change, we, bored with crimes, wich to try a little of the contrary;”

Virtue’s voice finally makes a stand: p. 552

“and so were the delights of backsliding!  Ah, my good friends, my pleasure was beyond description: it is cruel to interrupt sinful habits, it is heavenly to resume them.” 559

end of part three: “...could I do otherwise?” 599

623 blames climate(depravity)/circumstances for choices

one weaned on vice will not get used to virtue and v.v. vice, when punished, beecomes regret, and virtue caused Juliette’s ruin

642 “moral delights are mere intellectual enjoyments...corporeal delights, however, are physical sensations, upon which opinion has absolutely no bearing at all.”

767 “man is in no way dependent on nature” but naturally conforms to its ways and workings

populatoin’s lawys conflict/make secondary nature’s laws and will of creation and destruction

nature cast all elements; in acting under her laws, they reproduce and destory themselves/all have the same base of construction

death only a formula: matter is never completely inert, but changes from one being to another

virtue-vice are constructions

1156: solely narcissistic reasons for liking people

she has moral conflict

main object: to avoid remorse at all costs

superiority--condemnation--take away all other joys of people; happiness only in comparison with wretcheds

